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Thayer Elementary students think that 
Maverick, the therapy dog, is “pawsitively” 
perfect and so they presented him with a 
Valentine’s Day card. Maverick volunteers 
to listen as Thayer Elementary students 
read to him each week.

100th day of school

East 
Elementary 
students 
celebrated 
their 100th 
day of school 
by dressing 
like they will 
look when 
they are 100 
years old. 



Saralice Campbell, the 
EDGE STEM 3rd-5th 
grades multiage teacher at 
Waynesville Middle School, 
was named the Certified 
Employee of the Month for 
January 2022. 

She was surprised on 
Monday, Feb. 7, 2022, 
when Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel 
services, presented her 
with a certificate in front of 
Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education members Dan Deering, secretary; 
Janel Rowell and Rick Harne; Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent; and WMS Principal Brian Vernon.   

One of her nominators said, “Saralice has been a 
positive influence on the middle school despite her 
teaching students from different buildings. She has been 
a breath of fresh air! Her positivity, love of students, 
and work ethic are to be admired!” Another nominator 
said, “Saralice Campbell makes learning so much fun 
for her students. She brings such energy and enthusiasm 
to the classroom that her students are motivated to learn 
not only what they have to, but also volunteer to learn 
more on a subject.” 

Campbell named Certified Employee of the Month

Jeremy Brown, an assistant network computer 
technician for the district, has been named the 
Classified Employee of the Month for January 
2022. 

He was surprised on Monday, Feb. 7, 2022, when 
Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel 
services, presented him with a certificate in front 
of Waynesville R-VI Board of Education members 
Dan Deering, secretary; Janel Rowell and Rick 

Brown named Classified Employee of the Month

Harne; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and Chief Financial Officer 
Aaron Harrison.   

One of his nominators stated, “Jeremy is so reliable and manages 
wearing many hats with ease. He never loses his cool, calmly working 
towards solving any problem. Day or night when you call on Jeremy, 
he will drop whatever he is doing to help! Jeremy is the epitome of a 
team player.” Another nominator said, “Jeremy is someone who will 
keep working until he finds a solution, even when it is a multi-step, 
complicated process. Yet, he does so with a smile.” 



Connie Feighery, an English 
teacher at Waynesville High 
School, was recognized during 
the Lady Bears game as the 
Teacher of the Game on Sunday, 
Feb. 6, 2022. Feighery, a WHS 
and Missouri State University 
graduate, was recognized for her 
commitment to students and for 
volunteering to read the names 
of seniors during graduation. 
Feighery was nominated for the 
award by Janice Dye, retired 
educator, volunteer, community 
leader, former School Board 
member and former president of 
the Missouri State Board of Governors. Feighery is the second 
WHS teacher to be nominated by Dye for this honor; Steve 
Ward, a retired WHS English teacher and MSU graduate, was 
recognized on Dec. 31, 2019. 

Feighery named MSU’s 
Teacher of Game

During virtual 
learning on 
inclement snow 
days, students in 
Jasmin Rodriquez’s 
classes at Williams 
Early Childhood 
Center were given 
the recipe for snow 
ice cream, which 
some of them 
made.

A Yellowstone National Park ranger, Ranger Michael, 
presented information about Yellowstone to Sara 
Salgado’s kindergarten class on Feb. 4, 2022. He shared 
all about the animals of Yellowstone National Park, as well 
as the underground volcano. Each student in the virtual 
class was able to ask Ranger Michael questions about 
Yellowstone. Yellowstone National Park is turning 150 
this year and is offering virtual interactive educational 
programs during the months of February and March.

Waynesville Future Business Leaders of America competed in the 
FBLA District 11 competition held in Lebanon on Feb. 9, 2022.  Students 
competed in both online and performance events and walked away with a 
total of 13 top 5 finishes. Those advancing to State competition are Lydia 
Choi, Maria Cichocki,  Alyssa Hillman, Tyler Newsom, Victoria Pierce, 
Cassandra Plummer, Kaleb Salinas and Kiley Werner. 

Pictured are front row, left to right: Kiley Werner, Lydia Choi, Cassandra 
Plummer, Allyssa Hillman and Maria Cichocki; back row, left to right: 
Kaleb Salinas, Victoria Pierce, Darian Washington and Tyler Newsom.

8 FBLA students 
headed to State



Caleb Roylance, a senior at Waynesville High School, has 
been named the Rotary February Student of the Month. He 
was recognized during the Rotary Club of Pulaski County’s 
meeting on Feb 8, 2022. 

Roylance was selected for representing the trait of honesty. 
His nominator wrote, “Caleb is the most honest and ethical 
student that I have ever known. In his work, he always makes 
sure to ask the expectations, just to make sure that he is not 
doing anything incorrectly.” Once while playing a game in 
class, Roylance was awarded a point, but he was concerned 
that perhaps the point was undeserved, so he said, “I’m 
not sure that I should have earned the point .” The teacher 
responded with “Yes, Caleb you earned it.” 

He is the son of Aubrey Roylance and when it was 
announced that he was winning the award, he thanked 
his mother for raising him in the manner she did and his 
grandparents for all of their support throughout the years. 

Upon graduation, Roylance plans to complete a two-year 
service mission for his church and then attend Brigham Young 
University. He would like to be a part of the Air Force ROTC 
program and major in engineering. 

Roylance named WHS 
Feb. Student of Month

Sontee Vinson, an eighth grader at Waynesville 
Middle School, has been named the Waynesville 
Middle School Rotary Student of the Month and was 
honored Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022, at the Pulaski County 
Rotary Club Meeting.

Vinson is the daughter of Tiffany Cherry and is an 
outstanding student at WMS. She is a member of the 
National Junior Honor Society and currently holds 
a 4.0 grade point average. Vinson is enrolled in high 
school Algebra 1 and Advanced ELA 8. She is also a 
producer for the WMS Tiger News Network. While 
she has only been at WMS for a short time, Vinson’s 
teachers have praised her for making an immediate 
impact in academics and character; she was selected as the 
student to best represent the word, “synergize.” Vinson plans 
to attend college at Howard University followed by Yale 

Vinson named Middle School Student of the Month

Shannon Paine, a freshman at Waynesville High School, 
has been named the Rotary January Student of the Month. She 
was recognized during the Rotary Club of Pulaski County’s 
meeting on Feb 8, 2022. 

Paine was recognized for best representing the character 
trait of resiliency. One nominator wrote, “Shannon works 
extremely hard to stay on top of work and to understand the 
material, despite hardships that have kept her out of class.” 
Another nominator wrote, “Shannon inspires us as adults to 
continue to be resilient and to keep moving forward.” 

She is the daughter of Col. Jeffrey Paine and Kimberly 
Paine. Paine is a straight-A student who is enrolled in Pre-AP 
World History and Pre-AP Language Arts. She also sings in 
the choir and would like to one day open a bookery, which is a 
bookstore/bakery.  

Paine named WHS 
January Student of Month

Rotary students 
of the month

to study law as she pursues becoming a lawyer in domestic 
violence prevention and protection.



Waynesville High School students – Xochitl Medrano, 
Marisa Gonzales, Yisel Perez and A’Myrha Syyan – have 
qualified to compete in the Girls State Wrestling Tournament 
at Mizzou on Feb. 17-19, 2022. The story of the team’s 
journey follows. 

The District 3 Girls MSHSAA Tournament in Ray-Pec, Mo., 
got off to a rocky start due to poor weather conditions that 
delayed the start of the tournament, keeping the girls off the 
mat two days before the competition. However, that did not 
stop their determination. The Tigers started the day with 13 
girls fighting to be named State qualifiers in wrestling.

Saturday started with the leading freshmen – Kamden 
Raines, Elizabeth Colson and Gabriela Hoag – as they 
drew some tough matches, falling to the backside of their 
brackets. Eventually, Madison Boher (sophomore), Haley Fort 
(freshmen), and Sky Scott (junior) would also succumb to the 
toughest district in Missouri. However, the girls’ resilience 
would not go unnoticed as they were relentless and destined to 
return next season. Significant wins in the first round for the 
Tigers were Maya Duncan (sophmore), who defeated Torres of 
McDonald County with a pin in the 3rd period, and A’Myrha 
Syyan (senior), who defeated the number 3 seed Harris of 
Reed Springs with a quick pin in the first period. All other 
wrestlers received a bye into the second round.

At the end of Saturday, the Tigers still had 
multiple girls in the competition, like returning 
state qualifiers Marisa Gonzales (senior) and 
Josemimidee Moody (sophomore). Gonzales 
would match up against Kickapoo’s Riley-
Washington and the number one ranked girl in 
the State in the Semifinals. Gonzales would lead 
much of the match, but toward the end of the 3rd 
period, Kickapoo was able to pull off a headlock 
and defeat Gonzales putting her in a bubble match 
on the backside of the bracket. Moody matched 
up with Young of Nixa in the quarterfinals and 
unfortunately got caught in a headlock resulting in 
a fall. Syyan continued to battle, claiming a spot in 
the Finals against Nixa’s Dupree.

Going into Monday, the Tigers still had five 
girls in the hunt for an opportunity to continue 
their fight in the postseason. On Monday, Xochitl 
Medrano (junior), secured her spot in the 3rd place 
match against Pohlsander of Central-Springfield. 
Gonzalez wrestled Maynard of Ray-Pec and 
secured her spot in a 3rd place battle against 
Watson of Buffalo. Yisel Perez (freshmen) was set 
to wrestle Prittchet of Nevada, who unfortunately 
had to forfeit due to an injury, securing Perez’s spot in the 
3rd place match against Rust of Nixa. Jordan Wilson (senior) 
wrestled a tough match against Meredith of Belton and, 
unfortunately, missed her chance as a qualifier.

Medrano, Gonzales, and Perez all wrestled hard and came 
up with 4th place finishes and Syyan wrestled in the finals 
match and ended up finishing 2nd, earning all four girls the 
right to compete in the State Tournament at Mizzou, Feb. 17-
19. 

4 WHS students to compete in wrestling at State

The girls wrestling team is led by two new Girls Head 
Coaches Victoria Brown and Coach Maria Duncan and 
Assistant Coach Jonathan Kelly in a collaborative wrestling 
program with Coaches Jeremy Williams, Shane Rowland, 
Jesse Hulett and Jonathan Black. The WHS girls wrestling 
team collectively finished 5th out of 49 teams. A significant 
team effort enabled them to end in such a good position, 
letting others know that Waynesville will stay in the hunt next 
season.


